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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

• The early bird rate for the Midwest Founders Conference will close at midnight 

December 31. On January 1, 2024, the rate increases to $75 plus meals.  

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com. 

THE NECESSITY OF MEDITATION:  

WHEN SKIMMING THROUGH JUST WON’T DO 

Author: Steve Burchett 

Do you ever find yourself scanning quickly through a 
lengthy email? Do you ever not do that? What about 
other reading in your life? Are you able to read and 
think about a subject for an extended period? Jon 
Bloom points to one of the reasons so many of us 
have a hard time remaining focused when reading: 
“Unfortunately, the internet is teaching us how not 
to read. We are becoming information scanners, 

quickly browsing but not digesting very much. We are losing patience for deeper, 
more reflective reading” (“Ten Reasons to Memorize Big Chunks of the Bi-
ble,” desiringgod.org).  

Perhaps you will do yourself no harm if you can’t concentrate for more than a few 
minutes when reading an email or a novel or someone’s blog. But Scripture is differ-
ent. Psalm 1:1-3 could not be clearer. 

Blessed is the man  
who walks not in the counsel of he wicked,  
nor stands in the way of sinners,  
   nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  
but his delight is in the law of the Lord,  
   and on his law he meditates day and night.  
He is like a tree  
   planted by streams of water  
that yields its fruit in its season,  
   and its leaf does not wither.  
In all that he does, he prospers. 

(Continued on page 2) 

desiringgod.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

National Founders Conference — 
January 18-20, 2024. Theme: 
Remember Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 
2:8) with Tom Ascol, Phil Johnson, 
Conrad Mbewe, Joel Beeke, & Travis 
Allen. Go to founders.org/
conference for more information. 

True Church Conference —
February 15-18, 2024. Theme: 9 
Maxims of a True Church. 
Anchoredintruth/true-church-
conference. 

Founders Midwest Conference — 

February 27-28, 2024. First Baptist 

Church, Fenton, Missouri. Theme: 

Learning from the Puritans Today. 

Sbfcmw.com. The early bird rate for 

this conference will close at 

midnight December 31. On January 

1, 2024, the rate increases to $75 

plus meals.  

Covenant Conference—March 14-

16, 2024. LaGrange, KY. Conquering 

and to Conquer. Speakers: Voddie 

Baucham, Joel Beeke, Sam Waldron, 

John Miller. Covcon.org 

Missions & Evangelism Conference 
— May 3-4, 2024. Trinity Baptist 
Church, Wamego, KS. This 
conference is free to attend, but 
please register for planning 
purposes at trinitybaptist-
wamego.org. 

Saved By Faith Youth Camp—June 
17-21, 2024. Webster Conference 
Center, Salina, KS. Sbfyckansas.com 

If you have a conference or event 
that you would like listed here, 
please contact us by email: 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com. 

Meditation — thinking carefully about a portion of Scripture for an extended 
period of time with the goal of understanding and applying that text — is nec-
essary for godliness and stability in the life of a believer. Note the powerful 
effects of meditation that are mentioned in Psalm 119:97-104. 

Oh how I love your law!  
   It is my meditation all the day. 
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 
   for it is ever with me. 
I have more understanding than all my teachers 
   for your testimonies are my meditation. 
I understand more than the aged, 
   for I keep your precepts. 
I hold back my feet from every evil way, 
   in order to keep your word. 
I do not turn aside from your rules, 
   for you have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
   sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Through your precepts I get understanding; 
   therefore I hate every false way. 

A believer’s protracted meditation on Scripture has an astounding intellectual 
effect (wisdom and understanding that surpasses his enemies, teachers, and 
the aged), a thorough moral effect (avoids evil; obeys), and a deep-seated 
emotional effect (loves God’s word; finds Scripture immensely pleasurable). 
Meditation is a supremely beneficial discipline for a Christian!  

How is it done? Here are a few ideas: 

1. Think hard about what you are reading when you are reading the Bible. Have 
a strategy for Bible reading, but be more concerned about lingering and re-
flecting on what you are reading versus getting through your Bible reading plan 
“on schedule.” 

2. Pick something from what you are reading in the Bible to think about during 
the day. Perhaps there is a verse that you’re trying to figure out. Or maybe 
there is a promise you need to remember to get you through. 

3. Read (or listen to) a portion of Scripture a few times a week over the next 
month. For example, if you read Philippians three or four times a week for a 
month, you’ll be astonished how well you will know that letter, and you’ll have 
much to ponder.  

4. Listen intently and look at the text whenever Scripture is being taught. You 
have at least a weekly opportunity to meditate like this. Even if the presenta-
tion is sometimes “dry,” you can still think deeply to understand the text. 

5. Aim to memorize a verse each day, reviewing previous verses memorized as 
much as possible. The goal isn’t to coldly repeat back the verses, but to reflect 
on them deeply, to understand what the Lord is saying, to know him more, and 
to respond appropriately. 

“Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors.” (Psalm 119:24) 

Copyright © Steve Burchett 2020. Permission granted for reproduction in exact form. 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Terry Coker 

Fenton, Missouri 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

Stephen Atkinson 

CWI (N America) - www.cwina.org 

Director of Ministry  

Rogers, Arkansas 

Email: sgt.atkinson@gmail.com 

Phone: 479-225-4269 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is 

honored in all that we do. We welcome churches who 

adhere to the confessions of faith accepted by Southern 

Baptists throughout their history, including, but not 

limited to, the Second London Confession (1689) and 

the Baptist Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

(785) 456-3796 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

Terry Coker, Moderator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Brandon Rhea, Vice Moderator 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 
Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Eugene Jennings, Treasurer 

pastor@fbconaga.org 

Bill Ascol 

bill0615@att.net 

David Atkins 
david@redeemersgracewichita.com 

Kelly Gienger 

kpgienger@gmail.com 

Dexter Priest 

dexterpriest20@gmail.com 

Kyle Carlson 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com  


