Spurgeon Baptist Association @ November 22, 2023

of Churches

SBAOC Weekly Update

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have

Volume 20, Issue 45

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com.

THE EVIL OF UNGRATEFULNESS

Author: Daryl Wingerd

Every year in late November, Americans are reminded to be thankful. Though some Na-
tional Football League broadcasters have done their best to rename the day after the
traditional main course of the meal (i.e., “Turkey Day”), thoughtful Americans persist in
calling the day what it was intended to be called: “Thanksgiving.”

But in reality, we should need no reminding to be thankful. Giving thanks should be a “no
-brainer. It should be natural for every person to feel thankful—not just once each year,
but every hour of every day—and to express those feelings in thoughts and words.

In Romans 1, Paul firmly establishes the fact that being thankful to God should be a natu-
ral human disposition. You might say it should be our “default” setting. He does this by
revealing the evil of man’s ungratefulness and the wrath that it has evoked in God.

In verse 18 he begins to speak about the wrath of God, which is being revealed due to
mankind’s unrighteousness. We might imagine that he would begin describing this un-
righteousness by listing “big” sins like murder, sexual immorality, or theft. Instead he
begins with mankind’s failure to acknowledge and be thankful to God who created them.

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.
For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clear-
ly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse. (vv. 19-20)

Without excuse for what? Paul continues . . .

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but
they became futile in their thinking and their foolish hearts were darkened. (v. 21)

In reality, mankind’s worst sin is the failure to acknowledge and give thanks to God. As
we read further, we learn from Paul that the kinds of sins | mentioned above—the ones
we typically think of as “the big ones”—began to be practiced without restraint as
the result of God’s wrath for their ungratefulness and refusal to worship him.

So are you a thankful person every day, not just once each year? When you receive good
things, is your natural inclination to express thanks to the giver? Is this especially the
case when you consider the things God gives you (and ultimately, every good thing
comes from him, as James 1:17 makes clear)? | sincerely hope so, because if this is not
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PURPOSE STATEMENT:

We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order
to manifest the glory of God
above all. We purpose to do this
by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and
earnest obedience to Scripture.
We covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of  Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming the
gospel of the risen Lord Jesus
Christ to all, making and gathering
disciples, planting churches and
coordinating  unified  missions
efforts.



UPCOMING EVENTS

National Founders Conference
— January 18-20, 2024.
Theme: Remember Jesus Christ
(2 Timothy 2:8) with Tom Ascol,
Phil Johnson, Conrad Mbewe,
Joel Beeke, & Travis Allen. Go
to founders.org/conference for
more information.

True Church Conference —
February 15-18, 2024. Theme:
9 Maxims of a True Church.
Anchoredintruth/true-church-
conference.

Founders Midwest Conference
— February 27-28, 2024. First

Baptist Church, Fenton,
Missouri. Theme: Learning
from the Puritans Today.

Sbfcmw.com

If you have a conference or event
that you would like listed here,
please contact us by email:
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com.
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the case—if you are not a thankful person—it reveals in you one of the greatest
evils imaginable. It makes you worthy of God’s wrath.

When we consider this in more depth, God’s anger at mankind’s ungratefulness is
not surprising. Ungratefulness is something we all tend to despise in others,
and should despise in ourselves. It is the attitude that flows directly from the heart
of pride, which resides in the person who presumes that he is owed everything: “I
deserve to live, to breathe, to eat well, to be comfortable, to be gratified, to enjoy,
to have all that others have, to be entertained.”

When the ungrateful person does not receive what he expects, perhaps what he
sees someone else receiving, he perceives that a wrong has been done and he
grumbles, whines, and complains. “That’s not fair!” On the other hand, when he
does receive what he expects, he simply thinks the right thing has taken place. “It
was rightfully mine” (he thinks), | was owed it” (he presumes), and now | have it.”
“No need for feeling or expressing thanks in such a case as this” (he reasons).
“After all, am | obligated to thank my employer for not withholding my wages, or
for not paying me less than someone else who does the same work? Am | obligated
to thank a burglar for not breaking into my house and stealing my possessions?
Why then should | be compelled to give thanks to God for simply supplying my
needs? That's just what God does. He would be wrong not to do it.”

And so the ungrateful adult (who was likely an ungrateful child who was never
properly trained to be appreciative) persists in seeing himself as the rightful—
indeed, worthy—recipient of all the good things he receives. And so he persists in
manifesting his self-deluding pride.

Oh that we would root this deplorable, evil attitude of ungratefulness out of our
own lives! Oh that we would take pains to train our children to feel and express
genuine appreciation for the things they presently take for granted. Oh that on this
Thanksgiving Day, every American, along with every person of every nation, would
humbly bow in adoring and grateful worship of the God who not only has created
and sustained them, but has given the world his Son to redeem them from their
sins and grant them eternal life! Only the most ignorant, hard-hearted, prideful
person could persist in failing to give thanks for such a gift as that!
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| Session 1—*“The Puritans and Prayer”

Session 2—“The Puritans and Meditation on God's Word”

Session 3—“The Puritans and Life's Afflictions”

Session 4—“The Puritans and Assurance of Faith”

Session 5—"“The Puritans and Spiritual Adoption into God's Family”

Session 6—"The Puritans and Biblically Raising Children”

Breakout Sessions: Mary Beeke (for women), “Laying Our Anxieties Before Christ”; Joel Beeke (for men) “Modern
Challenges to Pastoral Faithfulness”
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Contact Us:

Administrative Council:

Terry Coker, Moderator
Terry.Coker @fbcfenton.com

Lyn Hansen, Vice Moderator
pastorlyn@insidenp.com

Tony Mattia
Corresponding Secretary

Phone: (785) 456-3796
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Eugene Jennings, Treasurer
pastor@fbconaga.org

Bill Ascol
billo615@att.net

David Atkins

david@redeemersgracewichita.com

Kelly Gienger
kpgienger@gmail.com

Brandon Rhea
brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com

Kyle Carlson
pastorkyle234@gmail.com
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY

Kevin Berens

Colby, Kansas

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 785-332-7184

Tim Lambert

Lindsborg, Kansas

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org
Phone: 785-614-3651

Terry Coker
Fenton, Missouri
Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com

Bake Ottofy

St. Louis, Missouri

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com
Phone: 636-467-7446

John Grove

Canton, Ohio

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com
Phone: 352-286-5494

J.W. Glidewell

Colby, Kansas

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com
Phone: 785-772-1176

Stephen Atkinson

CWI (N America) - www.cwina.org
Director of Ministry

Rogers, Arkansas

Email: sgt.atkinson@gmail.com
Phone: 479-225-4269

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL

e Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays

e Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of
God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified

missions efforts.

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded
body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great
commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is

honored in all that we do. We welcome churches who

adhere to the confessions of faith accepted by Southern b

Baptists throughout their history, including, but not

limited to, the Second London Confession (1689) and

the Baptist Faith and Message.



